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'BRING IN LIGHT'

Homeowners Federico Mingozzi and Joseph Kotarski wanted to combine their personal
styles while brightening up their “dark and compartmentalized” home.
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ederico Mingozzi is an Italian immigrant, a biotechnologist whose

favorite architectural style is reductive modernism.

Joseph Kotarski is a Philadelphia area native who works in jewelry

sales and is drawn to local historical colonial architecture.

Combining their different tastes in their Chestnut Hill home was the

challenge for MaMo Architects, based in Villanova.



“Intermingling aesthetics resulted in a timeless architecture that
celebrates both of our clients’ diverse cultural backgrounds,” is how the

firm described it.

Kotarski put it more simply: “There was an Italian involved, so there was

lots of marble.”

In any case, it fell to architect Matthew Moger, builder John Hanson, and
project manager Jenni Wilga to redesign the five-bedroom, 3 12-bath
home to suit the couple, who had been living several blocks away when

the “humble and charming” home went on the market, Mingozzi said.

Homeowners Federico Mingozzi and Joseph Kotarski, left, worked with Jenni Wilga, Matthew Moger

and John Hanson to reimagine their Chestnut Hill home.
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The 1970s house “was charming and sits on a corner lot with views of the
Philadelphia Cricket Club, but inside was dark and compartmentalized,”’
said Moger, principal architect of MaMo. “MaMo’s design approach was to

crack the hard rigid exterior and bring in light.”

The house had “good bones and structure,” thanks to being built by the
owner of a large commercial construction company, said John Hanson,
principal of Hanson Fine Buildings and Preservation, but that type of
construction made it more difficult to make alterations. The mechanical
and electrical systems were not typical for this type of construction and

essentially needed to be gutted and replaced.”

MaMo introduced new dormers, replaced all the windows, and removed a

number of interior walls: “We liberated the spaces while keeping the

historic overtone of the home,” said Moger.
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That liberation included raising ceilings in the library and the primary
bedroom, increasing existing window openings, and installing large

French doors to let in more light.

Throughout the house, 21st Century light fixtures replaced the more

traditional ones.

The location of the house gave it natural advantages and Moger, Hanson,

and Wilga set out to make the most of them.

The kitchen was totally opened up, stretching into a wide expanse that
included a greenhouse and a totally new exterior addition. Wood features
included kitchen cabinets of reclaimed chestnut; a dining room table of
blackened white oak; a family room coffee table of marble, chestnut, and

blackened steel; and cedar roof shingles to replace ones made of concrete.

The sunroom now steps up into the kitchen, with existing concrete

exposed and the addition of a blackened steel tread.
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“The powder room was expanded and completely redesigned with

mushroom cypress on the vanity, an antique mirror on the ceiling, and an

illuminated toilet paper niche,” Wilga said.

What had been a formal garden was replaced by natural landscaping,

designed by Apiary Studio, and a swimming pool was installed.

ADVERTISEMENT



The work was done over a one-year period — mostly during the height of
the Covid epidemic — and the couple moved in two years ago.

“It’s not unusual that we try to balance the clients’ needs,” Moger said.

“But typically one of the clients is more subordinate.

“This was not the case with Joseph and Federico. Both of their life
experiences needed to be weighed equally when making design

selections.”

Is your house a Haven? Nominate your home by email (and send some digital

photographs) at properties@inquirer.com. @

MORE OF YOUR HAVENS

This couple updated a 1870s Victorian to keep up with their growing
family and respect the home’s history

Some of the "historical elements” Wayne and Jess Thress cherished include markings
from a pool table Woodrow Wilson played on when he was governor of New Jersey.



In Francisville, an early 1900s Victorian gets a modern touch

When Desmond Patton and Jeffrey Keyes bought their home, they chose very modern
decor for their Victorian.
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This lifelong Eagles fan bought a home — then converted the basement
into a fan cave.

Allison Cawley's three-bedroom brick twin is similar to many others on her quiet street,
but she's transformed the basement into a fan cave decked out with Eagles memorabilia
and merch.



SERTERILL Ly

Christmas decorations stay up at this Glen Mills home from
Thanksgiving through February

The McGraths live on four-acre property 1801 Colonial house with their three children
and an Irish wolfhound.
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